[image: image1.jpg]


HAMP COMMUNITY JUNIOR SCHOOL

Headteacher 
: Mrs A Winter

Rhode Lane


Bridgwater

Deputy Head  
: Mr S Dobson

Somerset


TA6 6JB
Business Manager 
: Mrs J Hellier



Tel No
: 01278 424600
Email: office@hamp-jun.somerset.sch.uk
Fax No
: 01278 446073

www.hampjunior.co.uk
18 January 2012

Dear Parents/Carers

A child in your child’s class has been reported to have headlice, please read the following information and treat your child together with all other members of your family if necessary.

HEAD LICE - THE FACTS

· Head lice are wingless ectoparasites, 2-3 mm long, that live on human hair and lay eggs close to the scalp

· Head lice feed on blood derived from the scalp.

· Female lice lay eggs on a daily basis.  After hatching the egg cases remain glued to the base of the hair follicle, moving up the follicle with growth.  Empty egg shells are referred to as nits.

· Nits are not an indication of current infection; these can remain following successful treatment.

· Head lice cannot jump or fly:  they crawl from one head to another.  Head to head contact must be made for transfer of the infection to occur.

· Head lice will not be carried by any other animal.

· Head lice can cause scalp irritation, but can be present without itching.

Lice come in different sizes and move around the head, therefore combing just once may miss a few lice, it is recommended that combing takes place every three days or preferably daily with a bug busting comb.  

We acknowledge that many people value traditional based lotions but we have attached a guidance sheet for the wet combing method.

I sincerely hope that the above will be of some use to you, head lice are an unpleasant menace to us all.  We are trying our very best to help parents in this what seems, like an endless battle.

Yours sincerely

Mrs A Winter
Mr S Dobson
Headteacher
Deputy Headteacher.
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